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IN THE CLAIMS ! 
1-4. (Cancelled) 

5. (New) A direct current power supply for a washing appliance having a plurality Df 
commutation devices and an eicctronicaJiy commutated motor powered from a high direct 
voltage comprising: 

a latching circuit which is connected to the high direct voltage supply and compr .ses 
an active switching device which is connected across an input of one of the commutation 
devices and a microprocessor which is configured to turn on the active switching device: 

a switch mode power supply which is connected to said high direct voltage supp] y and 
to said latching circuit, wherein the microprocessor of the latching circuit is configured t ? 
control said switch mode power supply such thai said switch mode power supply supplies 
direct current at a low voltage level from said high direct voltage supply using at least ore 
motor winding and the commutation devices m a common motor cuixent path as a buck 
coavcrten 

wherein the microprocessor of the latching circuit is configured to turn on the act ve 
switching device of the latching circuit such that the commutation device to which the active 
switching device is connected latches off, thereby disabling the buck converter, 

A^'facrein the latching circuit further comprises a push button switch, wherein the 
latching circuit is configured to turn off the active switching device upon the push button 
switch being pushed such that the commutation device to which the active svritchmg dev ce is 
connected turns on-, thereby enabling the buck converter. 
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6. (New) A direct current power supply for a washing appliance according to clairr 5, 
wherein at least a portion of the latcliing circuit is configured to charge jfrom the high diiect 
voltage supply and latch on the active switching device. 

7. (New) A direct current power simply for a washing appliance according to claim 5, 
wherein said latching circuit further comprises a capacitor which is configured to charge liom 
said high direct voltage and wliich is connected in parallel with an active device which is 
hiased on by said low voltage supply and wherein said push button switch is a normally off 
switch that is connected in parallel with said capacitor, wherein the latching circuit is 
conligured to provides that, upon user activation of the push button switch, the capacitor 
discharges and turns off the active switching device such that the commutation device to 
which the active switching device is connected turns on, thereby enabling the buck conv«!rtcr. 
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